OBJECTIVES:
• To describe acceptability of alternative partner notification services among STI clinic clients, and characteristics associated with intention to use specific services
METHODS:
• An anonymous waiting room survey was conducted over 8 months (2014) (2015) at a large urban STI clinic in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
• Participants answered a paper questionnaire with questions related to preferences for various enhanced STI clinic services-including the following alternative partner notification services: 1. Send a text message or email to a sex partner through a website (with option to send notification anonymously) 2. Use a sample letter/email from a website to self-notify partners 3. Read or view tips or instructions (text or video) about how to talk to partners about STI • Intention to use each of these services was measured with a 5-point Likert scale.
• For analysis, we dichotomized each of these 3 outcomes as likely/unlikely to use the service.
• Multivariable logistic regression was used to identify statistically significant (p<0.05) associations between each outcome and potential explanatory variables.
• Ethics approval for this study was obtained from the University of British Columbia.
RESULTS:
• N=1539 clients completed the survey, who were predominantly male (61%), 30+ years of age (56%), and caucasian (63%). 13% of participants were men who had sex with men.
CONCLUSIONS:
• Acceptability of alternative partner notification services was high among our sample of STI Clinic clients, with at least 1 in 4 clients intending to use if available.
• Intention was highest (2 in 3 clients) for reading or viewing tips/instructions on telling partners about STI.
• Intention to use did vary by type of service, which may reflect appeal to different subgroups of patients.
• Alternative partner notification services may effectively supplement existing approaches to partner notification for some clients-notably those with multiple partners, and those preferring STI nurses to notify only some of these partners on their behalf.
• To determine the added value of alternative partner notification services, researchers should move beyond a narrow definition of all-or-none 'effectiveness' and further explore sub-groups of clients who are likely to use these additional services.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
To talk during/after the conference please email mgilbert@ohtn.on.ca. • Participant characteristics associated with intention to use varied by type of service in question (Table 1A -C).
• Intention to use… … reflected preferences for partner notification in general (in person, by text/email). … the email/text service was highest among those preferring a 'mixed' approach to partner notification (i.e., client tells some partners, nurse tells some partners). … the sample letter was generally low (<35%) across all subgroups; intention to use tips/instructions was generally high (>50%) … alternative strategies was generally higher in those with multiple sexual partners. … had few differences by gender and ethnicity or technology usage. … was not associated with age or sexual orientation in any model.
